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              Pastor Rick Baker

Decision-Making and Loyalty to Jesus 

(Matt 1:18-4:11)

When choices are before you, what do you need to overcome to follow the way of Jesus? 

How did Christ win the victory over tempting choices the first Adam failed to win? 

If you are to decide for loyalty to Jesus three big temptations must be overcome…

1. The temptation to depend on self (Matt 2:3-8; 4:3-4; cf. Gen 3:4)

To Eve: “Go ahead harvest that fruit.”

To Herod: “Go ahead protect your position.” 

To Jesus: “Go ahead make bread.” 

· The absurdity of using God’s word to depend on one’s self for personal gain. 

· What you can produce yourself might be good but it isn’t enough. 

· Material can’t bring life. 
Those loyal to Jesus trade self-reliance for total dependence. 

2. The temptation to doubt God’s care and twist the text (Matt 4:5-7; cf. Gen 3:5) 

To Eve: “God is just trying to hold you back.” 

To You: “Maybe God doesn’t care or can’t look after you well enough.”

To Jesus: “If you are who God says you are, test God’s promise to protect you.” 

· Misusing the Scripture in an attempt to prove to one’s self that God can. 

· Risky decisions just to test God’s ability to deliver or to force his hand to act on your will are spiritual insecurity and not loyalty to the Lord. 
“May your money perish with you, because you thought you would buy the gift of God with money” (Acts 8:20). 

To those who don’t find God enough… 

May your money perish with you, because you thought you could get the gift of money with God!

Those loyal to Jesus do not require any more proof of his love or who he is, than they already have. They live by faith not spiritual junk food. 
3. The temptation to struggle with deferring present gratification and glory to come (Matt 1:19, 24-25, 4:8-10; cf. Gen 3:6)

To Eve: “Looks good, it will taste good, it will advance your ambitions…” 

To Joseph: “Divorce her, but do it privately; minimize trauma and messiness for both.” 

To Jesus: “You can have all the stuff in the world if you’ll transfer loyalty away from the Heavenly Father.” 

There is a present danger among us to over-medicate ourselves on our freedoms; what we can do or what we can have rather than what we should do or should have (cf. 1 Cor 10:23-24). 

Those loyal to Jesus make decisions by how that choice advances worship and service to the Lord their God. 

Jesus’ decision-making style was to value the word, ways and will of the Father more than any offers of personal comfort or conveniences—those loyal to him, like Joseph, were marked by the same style. 

Satan opportunistically swoops in when things are rocky and usually offers an external trade up—but the cost is always loyalty to Christ. 

You must learn to keep the compass setting of your heart true north…(Learning loyalty to the king in our decision-making).

· Is this God’s will? 

· Is this God’s word? 

· Is this moving me toward or away from the right ways of Christ? 

· Is this making me more or less usable to Christ? 

Random living never produces loyalty to Christ; Jesus lived intentionally loyal to the Father.

