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A Series in Matthew:
"LEARNING LOYALTY TO THE KING"

"We are a group of people addicted to and obsessed with the work of the Kingdom, with little or no idea how to be with the King."  (Mike Breen)


"Go and make disciples, baptizing them ..." (Jesus)
"Many church leaders unknowingly replace the transcendent vitality of a life with God for the ego satisfaction they derive from a life for God."   (Skye Jethani)


"Teaching them to obey all that I commanded you" (Jesus)

The way we choose to behave does not determine who we are - that's humanism/moralism; who we are determines how we behave - that's Christianity.  
(Terry Muck)

Loyalty doesn't make disciples; disciples, already made so by the Holy Spirit, choose to be loyal.

Christian behaviour is not a personal resolution, it is a Holy Spirit-driven result.

This series is not really "How to become loyal", rather, "this is what loyal people do."

Matthew: the "Go" gospel with a thorough collection of "Commandments" loyal disciples learn to live. 

Five Major Presentations Christ made to outline the kind of discipleship those loyal to him would embrace...

1.  From the inside to the outside, disciples will be empowered to live out the right   ways of Jesus' Kingdom (5:17, 20, 21-47, 48).
Regardless of political or cultural surroundings disciples are held to Kingdom ethics, religion, marriage, emotions, economics.

2. Those loyal to Jesus will be mission-driven (10:24-25; 40-42).

Whether in private or public, the more engaged in mission (the export of the gospel), the more like Christ you become (10:24).
3. Although powerful and life-changing, for now the Kingdom is mostly hidden and influentially anything but dominant on the world stage (13:31-33). 

The loyal realize true Christianity is not the popular thing or the "in thing", is found by few, but precious to those who really have it (13:44-46).

4. Jesus' disciples prove loyal to the degree they are community-based people connected to His body (18).
A new community (the people of God) is being formed characterized by humility, responsibility, purity, accountability, discipline, forgiveness, reconciliation, and restoration.

5. Loyalty is rewarded as the hopeful sojourners reach a fully realized eternal kingdom (24-25).
Victory forever is a done deal, scheduled and recorded, and the loyal live with a long gaze in every circumstance.
