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Best Practices of Disciple-Making Churches Sermon #5
The Church: Finishing School for the Heart

(Col. 1:21-2:5)

The meaning of “presenting everyone perfect in Christ.” (Col. 1:28)
The Great Cause of making sure your heart can not “be moved from the hope held out in the gospel.” 
(Col. 1:23)

1. By making every effort to grow the church “UP” about suffering (1:24, 29; 2:1)

The Lordship of Christ over all does not alter the matter of cost. 


Christ supervises afflictions so that both the church and the suffering saint make spiritual progress. 

2. And to fulfill the purpose of ensuring the people of God are firm and fixed in their faith (1:25, 28; 2:2, 4). 

By bringing every way of Christ to everyone in Christ – investing the full word of God in all the 
people so that the full effect of its power is set in motion (cf. 2 Tim. 4:17). 

So that – you may be presented “perfect” in Christ 


“Perfect” ( not flawless; but fulfilling your purpose


-to really belong to Christ and have unwavering trust that the Lord is over all other powers. 

So that …


a) discouragement from pain and trouble will not tempt you to look elsewhere


b) the community will demonstrate an unbreakable unity of their love. 


c) unorthodox beliefs will be minimized

3. By really knowing the “mystery of God” (1:26; 2:2). 
“Mystery” ( things kept hidden from the uninitiated. 


a) Christ himself ( are hidden all treasures of wisdom and knowledge



You can’t know God or his purposes apart from Christ. 


b) “Christ in you” ( the only hope of glory for you. 

The mindset of a pagan world is kept out of the church to the degree we know God’s Word and refuse to negotiate it away. 

At Calvary we will make every effort to invest every way of Christ to everyone in Christ.

