When People Try to Take You Down
(Neh. 6:1-9)

When you are closing the gaps of loyal distinctiveness to Christ and about to hang the doors to shut out evil’s easy access expect to be in the crosshairs of hostile opposition …

4 Things to watch for …

1. A tempting distraction (1-5)

“Let’s meet together (half way between Samaria and Jerusalem).” (2)
Taking time from a great task to talk(
TOLERANCE

When you don’t really believe anything, making room for everything makes sense. 
· Tolerating always requires compromise and the casualty to compromise every time is…
TRUTH

How distinct do you intend to be? 

What, of what God says, will be on your list of “non-essentials”?

· Truth is never contradictory. 

· God’s word means what God meant it to mean regardless of what you think it means. 

· What God said or seemed to say or the text plainly states is regularly exactly what the text means. 
· Tolerance is never about peace; it is a tool to dilute your passion for what is right – to turn passion into passivity so the opposition can gain momentum – “They were scheming to harm me” (2). 
Compromise is always a lure to create a no-way- back scenario → you get to Ono and soon it becomes O No!

TAKE AWAY

Turn away the “kind” offer to compromise by “carrying on” the way you are because you “cannot go” there (3). 
· Stay focused on your God-given priorities and

· Do not publicly speculate on plots …



… to avoid potential smear campaigns.
2. Dirty Politics (6-7)

The strain of having to fight (

RUMOURS/ INNUENDOS  
The damaging effects and dirty intentions of the unsealed (open) letter – using mischievous words, even if untrue, can dog a good, upright person for a long time.

The most plausible rumours are the ones that catch on fire quickly and can ruin excellent intentions. 

Baseless, public accusations fabricated from the dirty places of those with a plot mentality drain the strength out of an ambitious well-intentioned servant. 
Observations: 
· If you haven’t talked to the person privately about your concern before going public – it’s an attack agenda.
· Open and unsigned letters should be put in a file folder titled “Never” and “Not Ever”. 

· As much as possible keep witnesses close to your cause, closet, character and capers. 

· If you’re above reproach say so, although sometimes it’s better to say nothing/ ignore slander. 

· Ultimately Christian workers have to rely on the vindication and mercy of Almighty God who always knows the truth and has an endless arsenal of ways to frustrate the cause of opposition. 

“They were scheming to harm me.”

“They were all trying to frighten us”
But, I prayed “Now strengthen my hands.”

