NO EASY FIX; Rebuilding will be Resisted
(Neh. 4:1-6)

When reformation is ridiculed …

“And indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” 
(2 Tim. 3:12)
From without → Jn. 3:19-21

From within → The comfort and convenience of custom is threatened. 

Many have settled on a neutral truce with the world that promotes just enough of Jesus to feel saved but not too much of Him to demand radical discipleship. 

General observations on ridicule (Neh. 4:1-3)… 

1. The first instinct of most people to change, is criticism; the second is resistance → prepare for it. (4:1)
· People fear the unfamiliar

· Maintaining is more convenient than mission

2. Critics find each other like stink to a skunk – some stink is Satanic (4:7)
3. If the project threatens people’s pleasure, power, or position, you will have a fight on your hands 


-unseating opportunistic power brokers is fiercely opposed

4. People who have no sense of the size of God wrong-size everything (4:2)
5. When God’s will, ways or work are mocked, you can count on there being divine repercussion in your favour (4:3)
6. Most criticism should just be ignored – retweeted to heaven (4:4, 5)

-when it is just mean, lacks truthfulness/not factual, gets personally hurtful, mocks faith etc. 

What to do … 


We prayed → either save them or judge them out of the way


We keep building → Don’t let critics grind the good work of God in your life to a halt. 

Nehemiah heard the words but his consolation was that God heard him!!

…”for the people worked with “all their hearts”.
