Moving God's Burden Forward

(Neh. 2:1-9)

How God narrows the focus of His will for you and makes it happen...

General desire - God's glory (1:2)

Specific concern - Grave failures to glorify God (1:3)

Special burden/call – “What my God had put in my heart to do for Jerusalem” (2:12)

Since being tasked with burdens of eternal magnitude are exhausting unless God is actually carrying them, don't press forward unless God is clearly leading the charge...

How can you ensure that the promptings on your heart are from the Holy Spirit?
(cf. Acts 16:6-8)

1. Test of consecration (1:4; cf Rom 12:1-2; Isa 6:8)


The "all in" are assured insight into the will of God.

2. Test of scripture (1:2)


God never acts against His word


Scripture cause - The glory of God in His Holy City (Jer. 18:7-10)

3. Test of the Body of Christ (1:11)


Our personal suitableness and the scriptural veracity of the vision itself need outside adjudication 
                and corroboration.


"and to the prayer of your servants who delight in revering your name."


"When God calls, He equips"...if the equipment isn't there, the call is suspect (Packer)

4. Test of the open door (1:11)


Just because there is a need, doesn't mean there is a call; although it is to meeting needs, we are called (Oswald Chambers)

"Give your servant success today by granting Him favor in the presence of this man."

Nehemiah was praying along with others, had a personal passion and scriptural confirmation - he needed opportunity and timing.

How "Open Doors" happen...

1. Persistence in prayer proves seriousness (1:4, 6, 11; 2:4)


God graciously writes our prayers into his eternal purposes to act for his glory.

2. God will find a way to move his will forward (2:1-2; cf Prov 16:9)


Don't be surprised if you are scared silly (2:2; cf Prov 16:14)

3. Use the time in the "waiting room" to exercise dynamic faith in planning (2:3-7)


There are no extra points for being either passive or stupid when pursuing God's will.

· Nehemiah makes the issue personal and not political - appealing to the heart before pouncing on the head with details.
· He presents grand plans to move it past impulse and dream to great urgency. 


"We shouldn't expect God to spare us the pain of failure when we haven't even considered the cost 
of success." (Swindoll)

God is most honoured when we upgrade the size of the vision so as to absolutely require His divine ownership to succeed - not presumption, nor recklessness or sloppy planning, but planning that purposes divine providence.

4. It is never about great faith alone; it is always about the greatness of the object of our faith - God who makes great things happen (2:8, cf Ezra 7:6, 9, 28; 8:10, 22, 31).

God uses boldness, confidence and dynamic faith to believe that the investment of the time, effort 
and prayer will pay off, to move the "King's heart".

5. When God is in it, He will grant more than we ask or think (2;9; cf Eph 3:20-21).

To seek help from "outside" or not? (cf Ezra 8:22-23)



Ezra wouldn't ask and wouldn't accept.



Nehemiah didn't ask and did accept.
"What is it you want?"

