Best Practices of Disciple-Making Churches #4 

This Is How We Do It…

because this is how Christ wants us to do it

(Eph 4:1-16) 

Best Practice Churches have a big time buy-in to “CALLING”…

4 Emphases… 

1. Called to make Christ’s costly investment count (1-2, 9-10).

Christ went to war to make it possible for you to be a completely changed person (2-3).

Make your calling worthy of the wonder of salvation and its price—not so you deserve the value placed in you (that’s not possible) but that you live according to the value placed in you. 

2.  Called to preserve unity (3-6). 

…of the Spirit—in the faith and the knowledge of the Son of God (13) 

To keep above all, the one reality of God and His salvation plan through Christ and for His glory 
(cf. John 17:20-23). 

Not uniformity or sameness in method or style but not individualized theology either—there is an already established reality of God and His redemption Truth. 

In this unity we attain maturity and experience the fullness and completeness of Christ (13). 

3. Called to build the church (7-8, 11-14). 

Every believer has been “graced”—given a supernatural “trade” and spiritual effectiveness for building and servicing the new temple (7-8; cf. Psalm 68:18 f.) 

Certain individuals are given as gifts to the gifted for developing their supernatural trade for building 
(11-12). 

Jesus left so many would disciple (cf. John 14:12).

· Kingdom grows 

He gave teaching shepherds so many people would know how to do the ministry God gave them (cf. 2:10) 

· Church grows 

Popular pattern: Only “professionals” 

· Disciple

· Do ministry

Result: 
· minimal kingdom growth 
· Churches in disunity and not growing 
The brilliance of God’s plan to use variety to produce maturity preserves unity and protects the church from error (12-13). 

4. Called to build life from the dynamic duo of truth and love (15-16).

Disorder was brought into order by what God said –this is still the way of life. 

Our movement rises or falls on the basis of truth. 

Neither truth nor love can be applied without the other. 

When truth is delivered in love, we can all grow up into the “measure” (7, 13, 16) intended by Christ. 

