BEST PRACTICES OF DISCIPLE-MAKING CHURCHES

DOING LIFE TOGETHER

Of all the descriptors churches could have, these two grab should grab our attention.

Awe-filled (43) 

Favourably noticed (47)
What was going on? 

1. Took the great commission seriously regardless of the cultural discomfort, cost, or inconvenience (41). 
Disciples did as Jesus told them –Invited sinful men to become fishers of men!
(Jews embraced the rite when “dogs” came into the fold) 

2. Devoted themselves to the centre of Christian life (42-43)
· Did not confuse religious busyness with fruitfulness.
· Did not allow personal busyness to crowd out spiritual care priorities –spiritual socialization with God and each other. 
· Made time to do the right things.
Doctrine--L.T.—fellowship—prayer

Head—heart—hands—mouth 
Core spiritual care priorities:
Hunger for biblical truth

Learning from others how to handle truth 

L.T. --making sure our work never replaces Christ’s work 

Talking to God 

3. Prioritized common interests in a competing interests world (44-45)
“they were together” 

“everything in common” 
· believed that Christianity happened in community
· believed that Christianity touches the pocket book 

4. Went out of their way to celebrate the gift of Christ and his salvation (46-47) 
What the thoroughly satisfied do, the real lovers of salvation blessings. 

When you find something you really love, it occupies you.

“centers of attraction to the multitudes” (G. C. Morgan)

Are you seduced more by your options than by you opportunities to join the congregation in glorious praise? 

(Your planned schedule already answers the question)
Awe-filled/favourably noticed church communities pick praise and corporate worship as a life-style priority.
Time creates passion but if it isn’t there, I would be concerned.
5. Experience God work (41,43,47) 
· People accepting the message

· Humanly unexplainable things

· People being added to the community 
Best Practices of Disciple-making churches #3; Live Christianity lavishly in community 

