Aged by God’s Grace
Lk. 1:1-25

There are 2 central dominating realities in this section…
· This is about a sovereign (totally in charge) God who brings about events and the timing of those events with absolute unchallenged control!
· Whether in faithless and/or faith-filled times, God does for people what they do not deserve. God is gracious.
1. God is a sovereign (purposefully in control) God who fulfills his promises on behalf of the kingdom of people he sovereignly rules over – the kingdom of God. 
          Notice the details that are connected to 
            a specific time and place and circumstance.

2. God is gracious… which means → God does for people what they don’t deserve. 
Didn’t Zech and Liz deserve better than childlessness?

Consider Zechariah…
You can be blameless in your behaviour and meticulously disciplined in your service but it does you little good if, when it comes time to believe the message, you hesitate…!!

From Elizabeth’s perspective…

- her identity (how she viewed herself) was anything but  graced – she called herself “dis-graced!” (25)
But…

In the perfect timing of a sovereign, gracious God, an angel announces their gift.

- not because they deserved it – because God does what people don’t deserve – he is gracious


- not because he forgot about them or didn’t get around to it – (ie procrastinating) – but because he decided on the exact time and circumstances to change their situation – God is sovereign. 


And…they are told to call their gift “John” which means → God is gracious
SO…

The sovereignty of God means… the using of evil, sinfulness, deprival, and blessings to purposefully fashion your life. He doesn’t need, want or cause evil or sinfulness – he uses it. (Rom. 8:28)
His grace grants us better than we deserve and is enough to cause all that I need when I need it. 
(2 Cor. 12:9)

